


C H A P T E R  I 

The Obliteration of Poland from the 
Map of Europe 

THE Polish campaign allowed the Nazi Rejch to show, at its very first 
attempt, its mastery of methods of warfare; the surprise and ruthlessness 
of the onslaught shattered the enemy's armed forces; terror parnlyscd the 
civil population; the 'Fifth Column' caused its opponent t o  djsintegmtc 
from within. These methods were to change but little in future opcrarions. 

me archtect of victory on the pound was the armouted corps; the 
Grman Army had succeeded in solving the most awkward problems in- 
volved in its use: the dificulty of having thousands of motorised vehicles 
strung out over many miles; overarl control combined with the indepen- 
dence of the constituent elements; direct communication with units 
which become dispersed in the course of the fightingJ~he Panzer &vision 
had already become a small army in its own right, combining speed and 
strength, Its rcconnaissance groups, with their machine-gun carriers, 
anti-tank gun and  pontoon sections, were su&ciently powerful in them- 
seIves to overconle any minor enemy obstacles placed in their path. The 
main body consisted uf two brigades, one o f  tanks - between z j  o and 
3 2 0  per division - thc other of motorised light infantry. The heavy tanks 
had the task of demolishmg the enemy f o r e  as soon as it had bccn detcc- 
tea, assessed and located; their job was to  break through the front. The 
medium tanks were to open up the breach, both to some extent on each 
&k to protect the advancing army, and above a11 in depth, to enlarge 
the breach in the enemy lines. 'They tear into the flesh of the defending 
force,' wrote Baucr, 'like the fingers of a steel gauntlet.' The rifle bcig.~de 
with its artillery, its A A  and anti-tank weapons, i t s  guns, howitzers and 
trench-mortars, would mop up the isolated centres of resistance by-pwscd 
by the tanks. The rear sections, also compIetely motorised, could provide 
petrol supplies and repairs with minimum delay. 

The Panzer division moved forward under the protection of the Air 
Force, which preceded it, bombing the opponent's positions as rcquiretl. I t  
would drop paratroops behind the enemy Iincs to capture and hold any 
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important point; during thc attaclc itsclf, the aircraft would ~ t t a c k  the 
enem!' tanks, force any reinforcements cclming to their aid to disperse and 
pound the defender's strong points with bombs. W ~ t h  his rnobiIe coln- 
rnand post, the Panzer division commander, equipped with t u ~ - r v a y  raho 
hlr in the thick o f  the fighting, give orders instantaneousi y accord- 
ing to the course of the operation. 

Ths combination of tank and aircraft ensured thc success of the German 
armies. But thc l \ ic  Force had other roles. At the outbrcak of hostilities, it 3 coul& achieve command of the air by surprise attacks on enemy irheids ,  
tfrus destroying its aircr,tft on the ground. I t  could paralyse a n y  cnmrnuni- 

centres that might h a ~ e  enabled thc enemy to rtgmup its fnrces. 
It cause havoc and spread p:lnic in defenceless towns: although 
Warsaw had been declared nn open town, bombs were dropped on it as 
early as September I ,  and it was bombed tlurty-seven times within the 
week. 

The Nazis' third wenpnn of the n at  was the 'Fifrh Ccilutnn', 12s early as 
May 1939, thousands of young I'oles of German extraction from the diu- 
trict of Poman and Upper 5:lesia had gone to Germany to rrtceisre special 
training; hundreds of others, when called up for military service in Poland, 
deserted en musse. At the same time, German propaganda was loudly de- 
nouncing the 'persccutions' bcing ~nflicted on the Gcrman rninorlty in 
Poland. The decisive phase was begun even before the end of August by 
German activities, described as 'Polish provocation': ss disguised as  
Polish soldiers set fire to buildings housing German orgnnisatiuns ; after 
September r ,  commandos of Poli~Il 'German patriots' attacked rat30 
stations, indust aal  establishments and even single Polish units. 

On September 2 in Bydgoszcz (Bromherg) the Poles reacted by shooting 
I 5 0  Germans in order t u  put down an actul l  uprising. 11s soon as the town 
was taken hy the Wchrmacht, the ss retaliated by the rn:irs esccution of 
thousands of Pviish civilians. The rzsult of this initial subversive activity 
and subsequent terror w a s  nrlt only to increasc thc alarm and dcspon- 
dency o€ the civilian population, already sorely tried by the esicnt and 
suddenness of the tribulations that had overtaken i t ;  i t  zlso heralded the 
important part thnt the ss ur;is goir;g to play in tlie rercitories conyuercd 
by the Wehrmacht, by working apparently indrpendently of thic but in 
agreement with it and, a hen necessary, with its help. 

1 1  TEIE D E P L O Y M f i N T  CIF T I I E  G E R A I A h '  . l N D  P O L I S H  

F O R C E S  

I 
Hider had allvays thtjught - a s  hc \~-~-ote  in E;LIfi,yj'- t l ~ t  a P0lis11 
State which had the impudence to cut into German territory and had I ~ I  - 
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retrclcring, l n  the Lattle area, tl3.e Polish state completely disintegrztcd - 
officials abandoned their posts and the civilian population Acd in dil;- 
order. On Scptemlxr I ,  the gwJernment itself derided tr, iedr~e W7arsnw. 
-1'he c~pital was invested h y  the armies ~ I I  tlie central scctor and outflsnl~ed 
to the east by two pincer movements frilm north and south of the d t v ;  
by Scpternbrr 14 it  was comp1e:ely cut off from the rest ni the country. 

On September r7, Soviet troops invaded Poland in their turn, meetinR 
no rzsistmce. The Russians secm not to Iravc haLl t[me t ~ l  prep.lrc tileit 
intervention. They announced their intcntion to the Germans on Scptcm- 
ber y but starcd th3t they still nceded tu-o or three weeks to organise the 
invasim. They feared that the Wehrrnacht might cncroac!~ ua  t l c  zoilc 

allotted to them by the Gcrman-So\: ict pact and Rihl>enrr:,p had t o  givc: 
full reilssurince on this point. They wcce anxious tn maki the exact prc- 
text for their intcrvcntion very plain and they rlisngrrrrl with the Germans 
as to the wording. Nrw that Poland had collnpstd, in order not t o  appe:rr 
as aggressors, the Russians wished to base their case on 'thc need t c ~  come 
to the help of the Ukrainians and White Russians threatened by Germany'. 
Rit~bentrop olljected that the two partners would then run the nsb OF 
appearing to be opponents. The Russia2s dug in their hecls: the!* asked 
the Germans to make allnurance for t l ~ z i r  embarrassment; 'up till nolr., 
they had shown little curlcet-rii for heir ninoritics in Poland'. At the cnd 
of the da!,, the Russian communiqui was 3 joint production; rhc Germans 
pledged themselves not to grant the Poles an armistice which wnulcl have 
the efrect of making the Russian intervention seem pointless; they were 
e~g-er for it to take pidce since it u-ould obviate their hnving to pursue the 
remnants of the Polish army tor) far o r  too long. Every precaution mas 
tabcn to avoid accidents or incidents. 

hlinistcr Potcmlrin, either through embarrassment dr cy:licisni, j us~iiicd 
the invasion by the Red A r n y  to the Polish ambassador in  these terms: 
'The Polish statc and its government has ceased to exist. Such a situation 
coristitutes a thrcat to the USSR and makes i t  irnpnssihlc tn remain ncntral 
any longer.' AccorJic.g to General Andc'rs, the first resuIt of the Russian 
intervention - which the Polish government secms not t o  have antici- 
pated - 1 ~ ~ s  to prcvent larqe numbcrs nf Polisl~ officers 2nd men from 
escaping into Hungary and Romania. 

From now on, the struggle mas confined to a fern isolated points, and 
the main thing now at stake, if not  indeed the onlv one, was W'arsaw. The 
city had been fortified in great haste, thatlks tu :lie sllort respitc ~Tcjrded 
by rhe Polid counter-attack orr the Bzura. Any atttt-npt to defend rhc 
suljurbs was abandoned for lack of resources; in the city's historic centre 
barricades were put cp, anti- tsnk d i t r l l es  were dun and barrels of turpen- 
tine were se: on fire when the German army approached. Hider hoped to 
capture the town before Septembcr 21, on which date the American 

Congress was due  tu trlczt; l~c: u,as vcry cilsappointcd. So that troop move 
ments should not be impeded, he ordered that none of the civil population 
Should be aIIorved to leave. From September 24 onwards, \Yarsaw \vas 

pas, light or XvAter; it was becoming impossible to fight the fires 
caused by air raids; the food supply w13uld hardly 1st n \r~eek, the ammuni- 
tion mo days. C)n September 26 German tanks and infantry launched their 
attack. That afternoon, the Poles asked .'or an armistice which was not 

untll the following day; b u t  duri-lg tllat time thc Ccfmans rnadc 
little progress. The Polish general Rommel was captured with all his 
troops and grlnted military I ~ o n o u l s .  On Octt )her r , the German ~ 9 t h  
Division entercd Wfirs~w. few days later, Iiitler wcntr there to review 
the victory parade. 

Gdynia, the kist Polish tvwn to r>ffer :my reslstancc, capitulated cln 
Octnber 2. The Poles had lost 4jo,coo prjsnners to the Get~nanc and 
zoo,ooo to the Russians. On March 3, I 940, Hitlrr put the German l!>sses 
at 8,400 killed, 28,000 wounded or takcn p r i so~c r  and 3,000 missing. 
The German victory x i 7 ~ s  complete. 

I V  F R E N C H  I N A C T I O N .  T H E  S d L 4 R  ( 3 F i . ' E K S I V E  

While this victory was being achieved the French remained alrn~xt corn- 
pIetely irlcrr, alttluugli  he Gctmans had lcft no more than forty-three 
divisions i n  the west, only eleven of w h i h  were regular divisions, con- 
centrzted mainly o n  the French frontier, And yet Francc was solemnly 
pledged to he12 her Polish ally, cs was Britain, though in September there 
were as yct no Drjtjsh tronps on the C~ntinent .  

The protocol drawn up in JIay 1939 between the Polish htinister of 
War, Krasprzynski, ant1 I ;  cneral Gamelin, pro~idcd  for jmmed ia tc action 
by the French Alr Force, l'nlloxed without dr lap bp -1 limirzd attack by  the 
first available forces as soon as Poland fuund hersclf too h ~ r d  pressed by 
the German offensire; .r, any cnse, llot la:er than djc sixteenth day of the 
war. In fact, on July 24, the instructions of Generfll Grfirg~s, the corn- 
mander of the French Korrh-East hrmy Group, tat1 stated r ln t  progrcs- 
sive action should be taken against the Gern~an system ot fortiiications 
between Hardc and hlosel. 

As a result, on S e p t z n ~ t c r  8, t l ic Fourth I'rcnch .lrmy ~nadc a inlall 
advance from Sarregucmin~s; or. the 9th it madc contact will] the forward 
approaches of the Siegfried line. This line ~ms scl-cral kilometres deep in  
Wrts; more important, it u4,is siuddccl wit11 s11laI1 concrete dcfcncc- 
works and thc French troops did not attack it. I n s t c~d ,  they confined 



thcrnselves tn methodically clcaring the Warndt forest-. On September zz, 
the attack planned by the Third .4rmy towards Sarrelouis \vas called off 
because of the bad news from PolancI. On October I, when the Germans 
had started to bring back reinforcements from the east, the French ad- 
vance came to a halt. On October 16, a t  the first German attack, the 
Frcnch troops withdrew to beyond their initial starting point and gave u p  
Forhach. 

Why did the Frenclz troops confine thcir activity to this futile demon- 
strl~tion against the enemy, in flagrant violation of soleinn pledges? 
I.iddell Hart put the blame on the slowness of the methods of French 
rnobilisation, which hc called 'obsolete'. But: the French military leaders 
knew very well how long it would take when they pledged thernselvcs to 
help the Poles in the formal military convention. Perhaps they had hopcd 
for longer resistance on the part of the Poles. If such a c~lculation had 
becn msde, it xvould prove how greatly the French general staff were 
mistaken as to the \YIehrmachtys fighting capacity and methods. If nor, 
why  was thc date of the French intervention fixed for the sixteenth day 
following rnobilisation u-hen it was obvious that this was :I promise that 
could not be kept ? W'e arc thus j listified in wondering rvhtther the French 
general staff had plcdsed i tsclf t o  help the Polish . irny for ps~~chological 
rather than military reasons - scared, in fact, that, if they did not know 
that their allies were suppnrtjng them, thc Poles would 5ii.e in to the 
German demands without a fight ?I 

Whatever may be the reasons for 211 this, the cconrequcnczs of Hitler's 
decisive victory were plain to see on the map. As long as the German- 
Soviet pact lasted, Hitler 1vl.a~ relier ed of any concerti it1 the east and of a 
mar on two fronts. After Ilaving allowed -4ustria to be annexed and 
Czechoslovakia dismembered, France had proved incapahlc of preventing 
her brave Polish ally from hein? crushed or cven delay in^ it; worse sti l l , 
she had f i led to keep her ~vr-ord. \'i'Iiat a confession flf weakness or pusil- 
lanimity! In the eyes of the \~orId, Hitler's victory greatly increased his 
prestige; it placed central and e;istcrn Ehrope at  his mercy. The initiative 
was now his - whether he wjslied to proclaim his desire for peace or to 
launch his full strength against his western opponents. At the first crisis, 
cruel proof had been given that France's army was inadequate to meet 
her poiitical obligations. Would it have improved sufficiently by the time 
the enemy turncd its attention to her? And shouIc3 some breathing space 
still bc given, would she be able to take advantage of it? 

I. After thc war l o  aryurncnt .irose on this point hetu-een GcneraI GameIin and the Sikorski 
Institute In Londrm. Gcncrsl Garnclin dccIared that in thc absencc of a political agrcenlent 
binding Fraricc and PcAlnd, Fr.incc could havc rclused to carry o u t  the military protocul. 
In that case, why sign i t ?  I t  is true t h n t  the politic21 agreerncnt hadjoi/owudand nor l>reccdrd 
the rn~l i tar?  agtccrncrlt. h f .  G. Hnnnet, in his rncrr~nirs,acknoivledges thnt hccompletcd rhc 
political agrccmcrit ;rlilr t l ~ c  dscllration of war! Why not hefore? 

V T H E  P A R T I T I O N  O F  P O L A N D  

mat would become of Poland now that she had been conquered and 
tomplecely occupied by her two large neighbours? The first problem for 
these to settle was the careful marking out of the limits of their respective 

a &cult task since their tronrls had overlapped in the course of 
the fighting; it was made even mote laborious by Stalin's pettifogging and 
suspicious attitude duxing the preliminary talks. Once again, Ribbentrop 
had to go off to Moscoa. 

The difference of opinion concerned the extent of the tkrritories due for 
The Germans were inclined to the view that after each had 

taken his cut, there should renlajn a residual Polish state with r z to I 5 
milion inhabitants, all Polish - a sort of Grand Duchy of Vl',~rsaw. Such a 
state, the German ambassndor hlol tke considered, might provide the 
basis for &scussions with France and England and facilitate a return to 
pace. Could such a Poland reasonably do anything but put itself 
under German protection, if only in order to obtain German help in re- 
covering one day the territories the Rucrians had annexed ? hloltke was 
already suggesting as the he:ld of this rump statc the name of General 
Sonskowski, who was known to be cool towards the USSR. 

It seems that, though Hitler had quite firm ideas as to his aims in Poland, 
he was much less clear in h s  mind how ta put them into effect now that 
victory had made their realisation possible. Had he not told von Brauchit- 
sch on September 7, after the first brilliant successes, that he was ready to 
conchde peace with the Poles, thus assuming the survival of Poland? 
But Stdin, at first agreeable, quickly detected the hint of anti-sovietism 

concealed by the plan for the creation of a Polish rump state. X Xe was at 
pains to emphasise ho\v important it was ' to avoid anything liable to 
create friction I~ctwcen Germany and the USSR'. During the discussion 
over the exact linc ot' dctnarcation, he invoked the will of the Ukrainian 
people - who had ncvcr l~cen consulted - and vehemently opposed the 
idea that thc Gerrrlans should keep a small area of territory allegedly 
inhabited by Ukr~inians.  Stalin's major argument was that it would be 
unreasonable to p ~ r t i t i o n  the Poles between the two states. He suggested 
an exchange: Lithuania would be joined to the Russian zone whilst the 
province of Lublin and part of the province of Warsaw would be included 
h the German znne. If agreement irere reached, he did not disguise the 
fact that 'the U S ~ R  would tackle the pnjblem of the Baltic states without 
delay7. 

1; is probable that Hjtler was most anxious at this time for a good 
understanding with Stalin. In the short term, he saw it as offering the 
immediate possibility OF exerting strong pressure on France and England 



to inducc them to make pcacc. SIlouId they rcfusc and the \Tar continue, 
thc economic co-operation of the USSK w ~ l l l d  be ~ndispensable. But by 
September 17, no start had >-ct been made in impIcmentin,q the econumic 
clauses of the pact and the German experts noted little eagerness on thc 
part of the Russians to honour their contract. It \ v ~ s  bettcr nor to irritate 
Stalin. 

That was why in Moscow RibLcntrop in the end accepted all the Soviet's 
conditions. The German-Soviet treaty of  'deIirnitation and friendship' o f  
September 28 partitioned Poland detinltlvely in accrjrdance with Stali n's 
proposals. I t  provided rhat Germans Ij\.ing in the zone of Russian 
influence' as well as the Ukrainians and f hite Russians I ~ v i n g  in the 
German zone would be free to emigrate from one zone to the other. 
Anxious to establish 'a solid basis of friendly relations' between them- 
selves, the two parties pledged themselves 'not to tolerate any Polish 
agitation in their territories thxt might bc liable to affect the maintenance 
of Iaw and order in the other's territories' - a euphemism which con- 
demned the Polish Communists who had taken refuge in rhe Russian 
zone to remain silent, it rloc to be interned, 11 programme of exchange of 
trade satisfactory to the Gcrmans was drawn up. Ribbentrop achieved a 
small personal triumph: an area specially reserved for his hunting activi- 
ties was left i n  Reich territory! On October 4, an additional agreement 
approved thc line of demarcation drawn with the greatest accuracy by a 
mixed German-Russian commission. 

IJitlcr despised the Poles. I,Xc used one word to define the reasons for their 
defc.~t: it  w : ~ j  I>ccau5e their organisation for war had been Polid. XIC es- 
plaincd the 'dre.~dt'ul opinion' that he had of Poland and of the 'wretched 
lot of the Ptlles.' by q iu~t ing  thc silting-up of the Vistula as an  examplc o€ 
Polish it~cnmpetence ! k i t  ~wever,  even after thc agreement with Stalin, he 
persisted for some tlrnr: in his intention of allowing a residual Polish 
state to continue in existence and he explained to Count Ciano on October 
2 'that the fnrtn [of t h ~ t  state] would depend on the way pacification 
would be achicvcd Folitlc~lly'. He could not yet say if Paland would be an 
independent state or a pratcctorate. 

But when Francc and rngland refused tr:, rise to the bait, Poland's C~re 
was settled in accordance ivith the Fuhrer's real feelings on the subject. By 
an order dated Octobcr 8, Hitler decided on the straightforward annexa- 
tion by the Reich of the Polish tcrrituries that had formerly been German 
before 1918, i.c, caqt Prussia and the province of Poznan and Silesia, 
I .  That is, those l ~ v i ~ l g  in 111e Baltic statcs. 

which became 'the incorporated Hastcrn Territories'. Four days 
later hc made the rest of the German-occupied zone into the "Genera1 
Government7 of the occupied Polish territories, under the rule of thc 
Third Reich's legal expert, Dr Frank - a bargaining counter for later 
developments, perhaps, but mcannhile an amorphous state in which the 
Fictoriou~ Germans could exercise completely arbitrary power. In a 
letter to Mussolini dated March 8, 1940, contradicting what he had said to 
Ciano five months carlier, Hitler explained to the Duce that, had he not 
assumed control of the 'General Government', Poland would have fallen 
into 'appalling chaos'. The country would have starvcd; 'the priests 
would have had their heads chopped off'- by the basically Catholic 
Poles 'The Poles couId consider themselves lucky to have 
had to deal with the good-natured Germans !' 

And here are the blunt terms in whidl this 'good nature' was expressed 
at a conference htId on October z, when Hitler met Bormann, Frank and :i 
few minor aides. Hider uttered one or two peremptc~ry judgments nn the 
Poles; the Pole \v\.as really made for dirty work. . . . You cc~uld nut turn n 
Slav into anything but what nature had intended him to be. And t I ~ c  Pole 
was lazy by nature and had to be forced to work. As a result, there must 
be no question of mingling German and Polish blood; and the Poles 
should be given inferior status: 'Every chance of prr~motion shc~nld be 
given to the German worker but the Poles should be given no  chnnce of 
this; it was, indeed, necessary for their standard of living to be low or 
kept down.' 

Thus the 'General Government' \vould become a re<en.e of m.1npou7er 
for the Reich. It would be entirely undrr the conrcol of  '1 strict G e r n ~ s n  
admnistration' ; it would nut form a 'tight homogencaus' economic 
region, equipped with industrial plant. It would provlde the Reich nvirh 
'cheap labour', wl~ich unuld he summoned to Germnt~y for seasonal 
requirements and then sent hack to live in Poland rmcc the worl; h:~d bccn 
completed. The 'Genersl C;nvernment' wrjuld, in short, be 'one vast 
labour-camp'. The Poles \vnuld I>cncfit 'since the Germans would look 
after their health and see to it  thnt thcy did not go hungry'; but 'they 
must not move up i n  the world' and the Roman Catholic priests' tasl.: was 
to 'keep them in a state of ignorance and stupidity', in the  interests of the 
Germans. 

It is unlikely that the exploitation of slave-labour had ever been so 
SYstematically planned and cynicaIly expounded. But beyond this exploita- 
tion there loomed an even mnre atrocious plan. I t  followed from the as- 
sumption of the inferiority of the Poles that they could have only Germans 
in contra1 of them. As a result, Hitler said 'it was a1,soIutely essential to 
asure  that no Poles remained in positions of responsibility; wherever 
this was the case, they xvould have tn be executed, however brutal this 
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might seem.' A little later on, EIitler stated that 'all tllc Polish iiltelli- 
gentsia must be executed'. 

Experts in this held u-crc already on the spot, follou lng in the wake ot' 
the Wehrmacht and with its agreement, Eattsaturu]prn - special action 
groups - of the Reich security police had moved into Poland. Their role 
was to 'counter any elements in the occupied territories that were hostile 
to the Reich'. They began by 'taking care uE' the Jews. The latter were 
expelled from the territories annexed by Germany and forced to go back 
into the 'General Government' where, by the beginning of Octol,cr, 
they were already being gathered into ghettoes. The same meeting on 
October z arranged that Viennese Jews should be transferred to the 

'General Goverfiment', which was thus fated to become the 'Jewish 
reservation' of Fhrope. 

Poland's martyrdom was beginning and the calvzty of the Jews was 
already plain to see. Racialism was being confirmed as the most powerful 
motive force behind Hit1e1's policy. 

C H A P T E R  2 

The Phoney War 
(October 1939-May 10, 1940) 

I EIITLER A N D  P E A C E  

T H R u G H o u T the Polish campaign, HitIer had instructed the Wehr- 
rncht to exercise the greatest caution in the west, to remain indeed 
completely on the defensive. In his directive of ilugust j I, 1939, he 
ordered that 'any hostile initiative should come from England and France'; 

a fuaher instruction, issued after some day$ of success in Poland, he 
allowed the Navy and Air Force to engage the enemy if necessary, but 
reiterated the injunction that 'any opening of hostilities must be made by 
the enemy'. The Fiihrer was endeavouring to reduce to a minimum the 
disadvantages of a war waged on tu-o fronts: his first and most urgent 
objective was rapid victoxy over Poland. 

T h e  manner in which this u7as achievcd filled Hitler with optimism; by 
September r z  he was confiding to h i s  aide, Colonel Schmundt, that he 
felt certain that France could be quickly conquered and Englarld then 
persuaded to come to terms. On September z7, he made known his plans 
to the commanders-in-chief of the three services at a meeting in Berlin. 
Pointing out that time was working against Germany, he announced his 
intention of attacking in the west very shortly. Otherwise, the favourable 
impression created on the neutral countries by the triumphal success of 
the Wehrmacht in Poland \r.ould quickly fade; in addition, the industrial 
regions of west Germany which were particularly vulnerable had to be 
protected- according to Halder, Hitler was afraid that Belgium would 
enter the war. In addition, Italy could be brought into the war. Von 
Brauchtsch ventured a few timid comments which the Fiihrer brushed on 
one side. 

However, it was always possible that the democracies might climb 
down; anyway, it was worth trying. By occupying, under the terms of the 
agreement with the USSR, the whole area of Poland inhabited by Poles, 
Hitler had a trump card wbich he could p l ~ y  against the democracies, 
hdependtntly of Russia. So, on September 3 0 ,  he made it clear to the 
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C I - I A P T E R  3 

The War in Norway 

T I I E  Allies could not hope for very much from a blockade riddled with 
gaps; so, if it could hardly be expected to shut off the flow of Caucasian 
oil, might it not at Ieast be possible to cut the supply route of Swedish 
iron? h s  for Hitler, the Finnish war had revealed to him the strategic 
importance of Scandinavia. The stage uras set for a race between the 
opposing sidcs: the goal was Narvik. 

On the military level, there is a striking parallel between the German and 
Allied preparations for a Korwegian dpcration: each wanted to forestall 
the other. 

O n  March 28,  the Allied Supreme Interallied Council decided to demand 
that Sweden stop exporting iron ore to Germany, to lay mines in Nor- 
wegian territorial waters and to send an expeditionary force to Xorm-a~r 
which it was hoped to land without difficulty with the tacit agreement of 
the Norwegians. Churchill and Repnaud had engineered this decision and 
even carried Chamberlain with them since, according to Churchill, the 
latter suddenly became an enthusiastic supporter of the offensive. 

All the same, the French and British did not quite see eyc to  eye. The 
French primarily emphasised the importance of the iron traffic via k r v i k ,  
the British were more interested in the Baltic theatre of operations. Nosv 
that the Baltic was about to thaw out, the British would havc liked to 
bomb the shipping concentrated in the German Baltic ports; but the 
French were afraid of bonbing reprisals which would hinder tlzcir re- 
armament effort. 

On April 5, similar notes viere delivered by the two Xilies in Oslo and 
Stockhnlm ; they showed obvious embarrassment becausc they had to 
justify the vioIation of a neutra1 state; this is why the arguments put for- 
ward may seem surprising. Attention was drawn to the possibility of a 
further attack by the Soviet Union on Finland, in order to obtain bases in 
Norway - no doubt the Allies 11-anted to exploit the feelings aroused in 
Scandinni ia b y  tlie Finnish-Sovict war but for the Scandinavians their 

Memy seemed the Soviet Union, not Germanq-. On April 8, another note 
informed Norway of the mine-laying in her territorial waters, an uperation 
*hat had started three days earlier. 
In theory, the Allied Expeditionary Foxcc was ready: it was the one 

that had been intended to go to the help of the Finns. There should havc 
been no problem about shipping it since the Allies had command of the 
seas. In fact, there mas a shortage of specially equipped units and the 
~ ~ i t i ~ h  had to call on one of their BEF divisions in France. According to 
the French commander, the whrlle thing was a rnalieshift operation; there 
was poor co-ordination between the :illies. 

AS a result, there were delays which the Germans were able to turn to 
*&antage. In concentrating on his scheme for a decisive oflensive against 
fie west, Hitler had over a long period been determined to respect the 
neutrality of Scandinavia. The Kriegsmarine, the service most closely 
involved, were divided on the subject. lldmiral Raeder was convinced 
that a British action was imminent and must be forestallcd but thc 'Opera- 
tions Division' feared that unilateral action on the part of C;ermanle, 
which would make Norwegian territorial waters an operational area, 
might result in greater difficulties for German shipping in using thern as 
extensively as it was now doing under corer of their ncutxality - a practice 
which had become universally known when the Hriiish Navy challenged 
the tanker Ahmark which was carrying British prisoners of war. Accord- 
ing to the German adrnir:lls, i t  was this incident that  convinced llitler of 
Anglo-Norwegian connivance and made him decide to act. 

But he had taken his decision for three reasons which he confirled to 
Mussolini on April I 8. hlllitarily it was necessary to prevent Britain from 
spreading the war into the Baltic; should she succeed in doing this, it 
would be impossible for Germany to continue her counter-blockade of thc 
British Isles in the North Sea and the Atlantic. O n  the other hand, large 
bases could be set up in Norway which would enable the Lufturfiffe 
practically to exclude the Koyal Kavy from using the North Sea. 

Economically, it was impossible for Germany to manage u-ithout a 
regular supply of Swedish iron ore; and if British power werc established 
in Norway, how long would Sweden be able to withstand her pressure? 
Moreover, depriving Britain of Danish foodstuffs and Scandinavian raw 
materials was a counter-blow of some importance. 

Finally, there were ideological considerations. Rosenberg, the up- 
holder of Nazi philosophy-, was the 'patron' of a 'Nordic rlssociation' 
intended to bring togcther ail pure Aryans. He had under his wing a 
Nomegian by the name of Quisling, Ieader of the iVasjomci.l Sfirnii~g, a 
tiny Norwegian Fascist party which wanted to link Norway and Germany 
in a large 'German-Scandinavian community'. Quisling had rcceivcd 
funds from Rosenberg, large enough to publish 2 J,OOO free copies of each 
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number of hs paper; his party had symparhisers in the Norwegian Army 
and admjnistrntion; hc had sct up an inteiligencc organisation which was 
worliing for the Reicl), and the Germans had thereby discovered how use- 
ful it WAS, as thc ambassador Rrauer emphasised, 'to I>c collaborating st.itl1 
a political movement whosc mcmbers arc acting for reasons of cunriction 
rather than with paid agents who are more easily detected'; and who mst 
more, anyway. Hiller had thought Quisling interesting enough tn he 
worth meeting in thc  autumn of 1939, although hc had made nn promises 
nor discIosed any secrets. But  on 13eccmber r 5 ,  1339, Hitler, b:lching up 
Koscnberg, dictated a minute empliasising the need to create 'a Greater 
German Federation of States'. 

However, Hitler's conceited statement to Mussolini that 'he had left 
the Allies at the post' because he had learnt of their intentinns through 
Churchill's and Hcynaud's indiscretions :~nd that, thanks to his outstanding 
qualities of mind 'the outcornc of the war had pexlnaps bccn settled within 
the space of ten bours', was nlercly a boast. In fact, hc had ordercd the 
possibilities of operations in Nortvay to be investigated as early as January 
r 940. On Starch I,  he had issued his directives for tbe ' Weserubung opera- 
tion', the occupation of Denmark and Norway, and on April z, he c~rdercd 
their execution. The Germans were the first to arrive in Nrlrway becausc 
they had a start of a few days. But t h s  short start was to upset the illlied 
plans completely and put thcm in an unexpectedly awkward situation. 

11 T H E  O C C U P b T I O N  O F  D E N h l A R K  

Both for the Wehrmacht and Wilhclmstrasse the occupa~inn of Denmark 
passed off without: a hitch; it. took pIace in the twinkling of an eyc. 
Launched on April 9 bcfore sunrise, four hr~urs later the operation was all 
over. Whilst one arrnoured colunln crossed the Jutland frontier, para- 
troopswere being dropped and ships wexc landing commandos at r~;~rious 
strategic prints, even in the very centre of Copenhagen. 11s he got up that 
morning, the King was handed the thirteen-point ultimatum from the 
German minister, von Renthc-Finke. ~ l t  6 a.m., after a dramatic session, the 
Danish Cabinet accepted the ultimatum 2nd the King ordered his guard, 
which had been resisting the German patrols, to  lay down their arms. A t  
8 07cloclr, the bewildered Danes heard a German oficer reading out on the 
radio an appeal from Hitler - written by the oHicer himself since by some 
mistake hc had been handed the message intended by the Fiihrer for use in 
horway. 

Thc Danes had bccn completely taken by surprise. It would seem that 
the government, made up of a radical-socialist conlition, alt11ough anti- 
Nazi in its views, had given no heed to thc alarming reports emanating 

from their naval attach& in Berlin. In any case it could hardly have done 
mything, except prolong the fighting in order to save face - but a t  the 
s a c r i f i ~ ~  of human lives. 

Under protest, the Danish government rhcrehre agreed to 'place its 
neutrality under the protection of the Ciermans'. The Gerinans had thus 
completely achieved their aim, which was a peaceful occupation. Their 
troops were ordered not to interfere in the administration of the country, 
except in case of dire necessity; strict measures had been taken to ensure 
that there u~ould be no looting or cven excessiire purchases of cotnmodi- 
ties on the part of the soldiers. The German government guarantccd the 
integrity of Danish territory; consequently, the Germin minority in 
schleswig had been strictly advised not to indulge in any actinn of a 
provocative nature or in any victory celebrations and to bch3r.e xvith 
complete propriety towards the Danish authorities - they were not yet 
'liberated'. 

The Danish economy was to bc entirely integrated m~ith that of the 
Reich, which would supply limited quantities of coal and fuel. It was 
agreed that Danish industry should work 'indirectly' for the Reich, in 
'friendly co-operation'. The maintenance of law and order and s t ~ b l e  
prices was declared to be 'highly desirable' by the two parties. In Deilmarli 
the German authorities seem to hxvc perfected tllc methods adrlpted in 
their occupation of the western European countries which they con- 
quered, with the one exception that on this occasion the occupation costs 
fell on the Reich, although rhe Danish National Banlc did agree to advance 
the necessary amount &I kronen. But the occupation soon shou-ed its 
other face - the face of the Nazi Third Keich; as in l3oIand, from May on- 
u~ards, ss units started to moxre into Dcnmark, following in the fi,r,tsteps 
of the Wehrrnacht 'in search of volunteers so as to interest thcm in  the idea 
of a Germanic community7. 12 'Danish Kational Socialist Party' irntnedi- 
ately asked for reprcsentation in the government. For the momcnt it was 
not included in the unified coalition cabinet formed by the Iiing from the 
four main traditional parties. So Denmark would still be running lzer own 
affairs, at least in appearance. Anxious to appear willing, the government 
even announced its 'full understanding and co-operation'. But Kazi 
Germany was holding other cards up its sleevc - Volksdeutscha in Schles- 
wig, local Nazis - whch  she would be able to play whcn thc nced arose. 

I11 THE O P C R A 1 ' I O h T S  IN NOR\IrAY 

Events followed a very different course in Kor \~ay  bccause thc Gcrman 
troops landed there had to iight a force composed of French and British 
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Until they arrivr-<I, it WAS ncczss-lr): to n~.llce do with niakeshift ;lirfie]& 
in Korm-~'3:-. But no provision h:ld been tnnde t o  pratcct the engines 
again5t the cold, the only rcmedy being to keep thct-tl running all the time; 
the aircraft had to be refuelled with jugs and bucliets and as a result, 
patrols could not always take off'wllen required. When the A r k  Rynl a11d 
the Glorioz~~ arrixfed from rllexandria on April 24, the Luftwaffe had been 
estabIished for fourteen days. Thanks to the long p e r i d  of daylight, 
aircraft were able to fly almost continuously but the aircraft-carriers proved 
vulnerable when they kept too cIose to land. 'I'he G'OI~P.~~PUZJJ nns ,sunk ; the 
Koyal Navy had now lost two out of their lice aircraft-carriers sincc t]lc 
beginning of the war. 

To sum up, the RAP destroyed a few ships; it damaged a Ilundrecl or 50 

aircrafr b u t  i t  lost many morc itself; it failcd to interrupt enemy cum- 
munications; it proved unable to protect thc expeditionary forcc tha t  1 1 , ~ ~  

been landed at  Namsos, whose equipment svas partly dcstroycd h~ 
Heinkels while it lvas still on the quaysidc. Reluctantly a n d  with gl-cnt 
dfficulty, the force had to bc taken off; it was a pitiful farlurc. 

IV ' I ' IIE S T R U G G L E  F O R  K . 4 R V I K  

In the extreme nor th ,  honcrcr, the fight had gone brticr fnr thz : \ I l k s ,  
although not without pro~jdjng some awkward problems. The first ot' 
these, unliliell; as this may sccm, Qas the rivalry between the nav.11 : I ~ J  
army conunands clf the :I llied txpeditionary k'orce, despite the f ~ c t  tiiar 
both were Rrj tjsh. They had received differcnt rjrders ! General LIacl~esy 
was instructed not to attempt a landing if thc risk was too great; -Idmirnl 
Cork, on the othcr hand, had bcen ordered to seize Narvik quickly, wilh- 
out counting the cost. 

The first plan, hastily ~vurlied out by the Admiral, was rejectcd by the 
General, who pointcd out  that naval guns, with their flat trajectory, mould 
be u n ~ l l c  tu czducc the German machine-gun nests and that since there 
were no proper lat~dlng craft, his incn A-cluld have to be IandrLi in open 
boats without protection. What is more, the ground --as covered in snolv 
and the British soIdiers had not been prtmded with skis or snow-shoes. 

French chasseiirs a+ij;s, better equipped, nriived a t  the end of r lpl i l .  
Their commanding oflicrr, General Bkthouart, had thc dual advantagc 
over his British colleague of knowing Norwny and being familiar with 
mountain warfare in winter. l le suggested landing on the peninsulas to 
the north and south of Narvik. Tn r, battalions of the Foreign 1,egion and 
two l'olish battalions h a v i n ~  a r r i ~ c d  : ~ t  the bcginning of Stay, it  provcd 
possibIc to launch the attack i n  the night of Xlay '7--28. At the spot 
chosen, the German machine guns u ere not prvtected frorn thc British 

- -. 
T H E  \\'.\K IN N C ) R \ V A Y  77 

rnval guns. The operation was succ~ssful ;  Knrvil.; n . s s  captured and its 
German defenders pushed bacl: eastwards. 

~ u t  the situation in France hat1 l)y tha t  timc become catnstruphic. .As a 
the victorious troops \ltere taken off from Junc 2 to 7. 'l'he operation 

went without hitch, thanks t o  air cover helped by had meather. But it 
nonetheless a retreat. The  expeditionary force had x t  last succeeded in 

@ding itself with a well-equipped airfield, with wirc-mesll landing 
and camouflaged shelters! But these c h r t s  had ail been in vain. 

V T I I E  h l O R \ V E G I , 4 P . :  R E S [ S T d N C E  

me German victory was, in fact, complete. Contrary t r )  Paul Reynaud's 
&ion call, the 'iron-supply route' had not been cut. But  their military 
Tictoy, had not solved the problems of the occupation and administration 
of Nam~ap for the Germans. 

Although Norway was economically and sentimentally linked to Great 
Britain - 'public opinion', so ran a telegram from the German ambsssador 
Brauex, 'is entirely on the side of the British' - nevertheless, befoxc the 
German attack the Norwegian government had dccided not to relinquich 
its attitude of neutrality. According t r ~  Brauer, the Norwegian hlinistcr of  
Foreign Affairs, Koht, was irritated by Churchill's alleged offensive pre- 
parations and he called him bluntly 'an inconsistent demagogue'. A11 the 
same, it was probable, in Brauer's estimation, that merely passive resistance 
would be made to a British landing. But the Germans had arrived first. 
How were the Norwegians going to react? 

It was a hostile response, above all because of Hitler's psycl~olog~cal  
error in allowing QuisIing to come to power, despite thc continual ur:lrn- 
ings of Brauer who had long been emphasising that Quisling's partrv h.ld 
no great following and its leader no political influence. Or, the inorning of 
April 9, Brauer handed the Norwegian l'remier an uItim.ltum; thc 1-~tter 
took his time in replying a n d  finally rejected jr. In the ensuing aont'usir>n 
in Oslo, Quisling seized pouer, m ~ d z  a broadcast appeal denoumin~ .ill 
resistance to the aggressor and tried to paralysc the ~nnbilisation ot' t l ~ c  
N o ~ c g i a n  arm); to the best of his abillty. Slilitarily, he had thus rendercd 
good service to the Germans, evcn if the German military blamed him f o r  
some of his rzthcr muddled rneasurcs - he had not been informed of their 
btentions. B u t  prjlitically he was a failure; he had formed a makcshift and 
ine~perienced government, some of whose members had not even been 
consuIted; most of the civil servants considered him a traitor to his 

and refused to rccognise his authority. King Haalion, who had 
left Oslo, also refused to recognise him or havc any contact with him. 
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Realising that the Germans were barklng up thc uriong tree, Braucr 
took energetic action ; he t o o  withdrew Iiis recognition f r ( m  the Quisling 
goverrlrnenr; hc ever1 had guards postcd in front of the hiinistry of Forrign 
Affairs to prc~ent  Quisling from entering. But Hitier himself, nut wishng 
to have anything to do \\-it11 'Marxist politicians' - the Norwegian c h i n e t  
was socialist - gave instructions from Berlin that Quisling was to remain 
in power and Brauer was forced to obey. As a result o f  his actions, he \J-,lF 

relieved of his post. 
King Haakon was certainly greatly shoclierl by the 'Quisling rnanocuy- 

xing' ; what is more the Germans had tried to kidnap him and use him as a 
hostage. From that moment, his decjsirln was irrevocable and unanimously 
approved by his government: Norway would rc5ist invasion: and 
Norwegian troops did, in fact, fight side by side with the Prcnch and the 
British, particularly in Narvjk. As for the Kng ,  when his po~ition in 
Norway had becorne untenable, he left with h t s  government for S\veden 
and then London and a Iarge part of the Noraregian Merchnnt Navy took 
refuge in British harbours. Norway was an example both uf the legnl 
government of a small country refusing to subm~t  to the right of conquest 
2nd of an illegal government oicoliaborators trying to hold power azainst 
the will of the people, with the backing of foreign troops. The mime of 
Quisiing became synonymous with t h s  sort  of behaviour. 

But this did not solve the prohiem of governing Norway. Seeing 
Quisling's inability to assert himself with his c~mpatriots, General \ o n  
Falkenhorst declared himself unable to support him, as did even the 
special envoy sent by Ribbentrop. As a rcsult of this, IJitlec decided to 
appoint a 'Reicl~skom~nissar for occupied Norway ', Gauleiter Terboven, a 
N ~ z i  of long standing. Contrxry to what they had dune in DenlnnrL, 
contrary to their intentions and their own interests, tlze German.; had 
been forced into the position of governing Nurway directly. 

A bitter power struggie now ensucd beween Terboven and Quisling. 
As  his authority was stcadily being eroded, Quisling sppealed to Berlin. 
He was ill-advised to do so, for Ktlrr, although o3cring him buuquets, 
turned against h m .  He decided that Quiqling should not take ovrt the 
government again until his party had bccome stronger; in 3 word, the 
Norwegians wcre being advised to become collaborators in order to put: 
an end to the direct control of the Keichskommisssr. Meanivhile, Quisljnz 
was made cunln~issioncr for demobilisation - a pure sinecure, since rherc 
had been no rnobilisation. The Germans then se; up a 'Directory' with the 
'Norwegian Supxcrne Court'; but they were forced to admit til'tt, for the 
Norwegians, their legal government was in London. Their political failure 
was patent for all to see. 

Economically, however, HitIer was pleased at having brought the ~vllolr 
of Scandinavia into hs orbit. Sweden had done nothng to help Norm>-;  

her co-operation with the  Reich, under cover of neutrality, was more 
than ever. The Keich would n ~ t  go short either of iron or timber. 

Diplomatically, Germmy benefited from her tl~ilitary success; the small 
had been shown that it \r7ab inadvisable for them to oppose the 

FGhrer of the German nation. Rotnani~ took the hint and agreed to let the 
Germans have more and cheaper oil. Thc Soviet Union was glad to see the 
disappearance of any Franco-British threat t o  the northern regions of her 
immense territories. 

~ b o v e  all, altllough kept in the dark ns to his paricer's intentions until 
very last moment, Mussoljni showed effusivc approval. I Ie immedi- 

ately =st his eyes on Crnntia. Ciano refused :o accept a 'spcciaI French 
envoy'- Pierre Lava1 - nnd on April 27 Mussolini madc sl very tart 
rejoinder to a letter from Paul Re>-naud. Retter still, the Ducc wrote to the 
Fiih~er that 'the Italian fleet had bccn put on a war-footing'. 1 ie  called up 
the 19 16 class on bray I 5 ; by the summer, he said, Italy would have 'two 
million men under arms'. In his metaphorical style, in tune with what he 
considered hs mission, Alussolini stated that 'he could not starid hy with 
his arms crossed while others wcre ma!cing history'. The defeat of Norway 
was the invitation to go intn the kill ilg:lrnst France. 

The fact was that once agairi Hitler had acllic~ed complete success in a 
Blitzkrieg. Another area of I? urope had come under German control. Their 
fdures had taught the Allies wlla t were the chinks in their atmour : their 
co-ordination was f~ul ty ;  their plans were makeshift ones; they had been 
unable to conduct combined opcra ticms whexc .;uccess dependcd on the 
close co-operztion of the threc services ; above all, their erluipmcnt had 
been shown to be inadequnte in quantity and in quality find their air force 
grievously inferior. This was why the British Adrniralry decided not to 
send naval surface units into the Skagerrak or thc K.~ttegat, althougl~ 
that would have been the only wa)- to halt the flow of German reinforce- 
ments into Nonvay. 

The Allies had shown aggression disproportionate to their limited 
means and a lack of ski11 in using them to the best advantage: but aIt11o11~h 

f d u r e  left them rather djscnrnforted, the final result was not cntirely 
dsastrous. The Norwegian hlerchant Navy w ~ u l d  enabIe them to incrcme 
both the numbcr and the frequency of their ht!antic convoys; Iceland and 
Greenland, now separated from Dcnmnrk, would provide r..zluable sitcs 
for naval and air forcc bases. rlbovc all, the G e r rn~n  Kavy had suffered 
such losses t h ~ t  i t  was prartjcallp impos~ibie for i t  :o expose its surface 
ships to further risk. Yet the jmrnediatc nccd was t h ~ t  the now imminent 



German offensive in the west should not lead to another complete victorv 
for Germany. The replacement of Chamberlain by Churchill gave ~ r i t i s h  
policy a determination which had Lccn lacking but i t  did not incrcase tljc 
size of the Allied armed fnrces. How would the]; st:lnd up t o  thc German 
onslaught? And how were they deployed to meet i t? 

P A R T  X I  

T H E  DEFEAT OF F R A N C E  




