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I,ampson, proved absoIute1y reliable, even thnugh Ilis olrl vpponcnt 
Ahmed Maher did not conceal his hostility towards the urcupjcr. In  nrdcr 
to ensure law and order, the British took the precaution of disarminK the 
Egyptian troops. h'ahas Pasha placed the emphasis on dcfcnrlir~,< deht,c- 
racy, expelled dubious dements from his ministry and cvcn d i s s ~ c j a t c ~ l  
himself from the secretary general of the Wafil. British law and (,rder . - 
reigned in Egypt. 

Churchill, however, had to face criticism in the House of Commons. 1 Ie 
launched a dramatic and passionate appeal which recalled the worst 
moments of the summer of 1940: 'Every man in uniform must fight 3s if  
Kent or Sussex was going to be invaded. Egypt must bc hcld at all costs.' 
He dismissed Auchnleck, who was the scapegoat for thc defeats and  
especially fox the Ioss of Tobruk, whereas the general had warned London 
in January 1942 that no stronghold could be held beyond the Eg!-ptian 
frontier. 

However, thc inexorable law of desert warfare this time playcd in 
favour of the British and saved them. At  the gates of ~llrxandria, whilc his 
opponents were in complete confusion, Rommel now had only twenty-six 
tanks with which to deal the final blow, and these wece short of petrol; his 
solhers were exhausted; his suppIy lines, whch were too far extended, 
were being bombed by the RAF. Sick at heart, h e  was forced to halt. It 
would perhaps have been wiser to retreat again in order to put 250 miles 
of desert betwccn the AJrika Korp~ and thc British ilrmy, which was taking 
on a new lease of life and increasing in strength as i t  reached Egyptian soil. 
But  t h s  was not Kommel's temperament, nor was it Hitler's orders. 

Since the fighting in the USSR had made it ncccssary to recall the four 
German squadrons from Sicil?,, Malta had begun to breathe again; from 
Ausust I 942 onwards she suffered fewer arid fewer attacks and in Novem- 
ber none st all. The numbcr of botnbcrs arid torpedo aircraft based thcre 
could LC considerably increased. Once again the Italian convoys found 
themselves cnposed to alarming attacks : from August I 942 ti) January 
I 74 j fifty-three ship:: were sunk; in Ocrober losses reached 44 per cent and 
in December yz pcr cent. Rommel was suffering from the fact that the 
fronts were mutually dependent and from the difficulties facing the 
Wehrmacht in the U S S R .  \Vould he be n t l e  to resist the new attack which 
the British were preparing ? 
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I n  ncrual h c t  thc battlc just lasted into September ancl the ~oldiers dubbed 
it the 'SIX d9y r~ce' .  It was the British superiority in the air combined with 
tile ,-ljriko liurp~.' lack of petrol which clincherl the matler. Thc British air- 
craft m ~ d e  t 8,030 sorties and dmpped 930 tons  of bornhs on thcir oppo- 
nents, who were concentrated in an area of Iess than sixty miles. Rommel 
had nskcJ for :it Ieast I 0,000 tons of petrol; he was promisecl 6,000 and 
received 100. 

Thc onIy re~ulr of the Ccrman attacks was to make a small gap in the 
enemy lines wlich was gradually closed up again. Rommcl did not like 
fajlurk and For eighteen months he had spared no  cffort nor his health. He 
went back to Germmy to rest. The first round of the battle had ended in a 
draw. 

When he returned on October 24, he found a very different state of 
affairs. Churchrll had compIetely recast the British commanil; in Cairo 
Alexander had replaccd huchinleck as Commander-in-Chief; Jfontgomery 
had been put in command of the Army. This son of a Tasn~aniitn 
clergyman was a strange mixtr~rc of mysticism, austerity and careful de- 
termination; he had absolute sclf-confidence; in his mobile command 
post he kept a portrait of Rommcl so that he could stare at  it intcnsely in 
order to divine his opponent's intentions at hrs leisure. 1 le demanded a 

, great deal of himself and of hs troops: hc tholight that thc y should lead a 
strict life and that comfort made them soft. Nu unc was given home leavc, 
onIy leave to go to Cairo. Somc campaign 1-eternns thus found themselves 
away from home for five years. Suryrj~jng I!, Aiontgomcry enj(j)-ed gre-IC 
popularity among his soldiers, who njcl\n~mrd him ' ~ \ l o n t ~ ' .  

Despite his eccentricities, 'Monty7 was a cautluus and extremcl y carcful 
leader. Hc had realised that the ups 2 n d  downs ~ v h c h  the Eighth  i'irmy 
had been experiencing since 1940 with their succession of victorieq ~ t l r l  

defeats, were demoralising the men. 111s ~ntentiun wap to musttr  enough 
resources to advance without afterwards hcir~g forced t o  retrcat. He 
cancelled the orders involving further wj r h d r ~ u  al ,  sackcrl some of his 
officers, supervised training and, in a na) which w a s  unprccedentcd In thc 
British Army and seemcd impossible in vicw of thc indepcn~lent tradjrjcm s 
of each of the services, combined the Army and Air Forcc in  a j o ~ n  t genrral 
staff. He formed an arrnoured force similar to the Afrika Korp~ ,  l lnd he 

i waited until a continuous strcam of rcjnfnrcemcnts had arrived in hgypt 
\ and given him ample and lasting superiority in men and equipment. 

Churchill, always impetuous, was irritated by this slouness and urged 
Montgomery to hurry. But the latter, although still unknown, was daring 
enough, according to his biographer Alan AI~oreheacI,~ simply to reply to 
the all-powerful prime Miristrr: 'If the attack begins in September it will 

The Afrika Korps had  come within fbrty milts of Xlcliandria. On ,August 
31 i ts  leader said t o  hls troops: 'In three dags wc shall be at ~ le sandr ia . '  t .  ~hrltgov~l,ey, I.oridun, Hamish 113rntlton, 1963. 
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