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The Mystery of the Unknown Poem
by Rustaveli

The present issue of the Journal introduces a French
translation of the unknown poem considered to be written by
Rustaveli along with Georgian translation performed from
that French original. The French translation of the poem
caused a lot of controvery among Georgian scholarly circles
and mass media in the 20t century.

A compilation of poems translated from Arabic into
French titled as “The Islamic Songs of War and Love” was
published in 1942 in Marseille. The translator as well as the
editor of the book was Franz Toussaint. The compilation
includes prosaic translations of Arabic, Persian, Afghan,
Belujistan, Altarian, Turkish, Egyptian, Maroconian, Hoga-
rian, Chergezian and Georgian poems with the following sub-
title — “Géorgie”.

The Georgian part of the book includes four poems:
Prince Zoumali La Rose, Chavtali L’ Embarras, Roustoual La
Peau de Léopard, Anonime Nuit. However, the poems have
not been identified by Georgian sources and only Rustaveli
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