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Professor,
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The Great Novelties of Georgian Studies:
The Man in the Panther Skin as One of the
Literary Sources of Shakespeare

One of the most significant achievements of the past decades of Georgian studies has
been substantiating the fact that the world view of the Georgian Medieval romance,
Rustaveli’s 7he Man in the Panther Skin (MPS), not only reveals a resemblance to
Medieval and Renaissance thought but also establishing the fact that the MPS is closely
linked to the European literary world. Furthermore, the link suggests that the MPS was
one of the sources of the summits of Renaissance literature — Shakespeare himself.

This significant novelty in Georgian studies also makes a considerable contribution
to English literary studies. The MPS is a literary source of those popular plays of great
English dramaturgy the origin of whose plots has been the subject of constant research by
English literary critics for centuries. These plays are: A King and No King and Philaster by
Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher as well as Cymbeline by Shakespeare.

The novelty has been established by myself with contribution of my colleagues at
the Centre for Kartvelian Studies of Thilisi State University, through implementing an
international project Georgian Literature in European Scholarship as well as by
conducting comparative philological research.

The plot line of A King and No King is built upon the adventure of the principal
enamored couple of the MPS — Nestan and 7arzel The reference to the origin of the plot of
A King and No King is made by the authors by naming the Georgian Royal Court as the
principal venue of the events developing in the play. The subsequent stage of my research
is based upon the following hypothetical viewpoint: if the English dramatists were aware
of the adventure of the principal lovers of the MPS in detail, the trace of the story in other
works of the authors may also be anticipated.
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