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Elguja Khintibidze
The First Stanza of The Manuskripts of The Man in the Panther’s Skin

The major opinion, established in Rustaveli literature is the fact that
Rustaveli’s epic in the Medieval centuries was On. the one hand valued by secular
circles and confronted by that of ecclesiastical on the other. In my opinion, this view
is not fully true as the fact that Rustaveli’s wisdom accompanied Georgians, both in
good and bad times, was reflected in the subscriptions of Georgian ecclesiastic
manuscripts proper. One pseudo Rustavelian stanza, inserted as an addition at the
beginning of every old manuscript of the MPS epic, is referred with the intent to
confirm the Church’s negative attitude to Rustavelis’ epic The Man in the Panther's
Skin.

In my opinion, the main aim of the stanza is to seclude the epic from an
ecclesiastic writing and 10 declare it as a secular story taken from Persia. That is the
reason why the stanza has acquired the function of a document attributing The Man
in the Panther’s Skin t0 the secular rather than ecclesiastic sphere of literature. [n my
view, we should not exclude the fact that some changes had been made by the
scribers of the epic of Rustaveli with the intent to correspond the text 10 the norms of
Christian thinking of the Medieval ages.
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