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Georgia Minority Education Reform: from local initiatives towards state
planed minority education reform.

ABSTRACT

Since 2004, several local and international organizations have been addressing the issues of
language policy and multilingual education in Georgia. Their project results along with the
experience of local initiatives proved that multiform bilingual models had worked
successfully according to the local resources and socio cultural environment. Therefore, it
was recommended to integrate the multilingual education as an effective method for the
language acquisition and civic integration nationwide. In 2008, with the financial support
of the OSCE/High Commissioner on National Minorities the policy paper “National
minorities’ integration through multilingual education” and the implementation plan was
developed for 2009-2014. Based on the plan, the Ministry of Education and Science of
Georgia started a multilingual instruction support program. In the framework of the
program several multilingual education program options have been developed and
proposed to schools for selection and implementation. The Regulations on school
multilingual education programmes has been developed and approved by MoES of Georgia.
The support programme also includes a comprehensive capacity building plan to raise
national expertise in multilingual education.

The aim of the article is to present the developed multilingual education programmes, to
share initial implementation strains and raise discussion on the potentialities of educational
community’s support to multilingual education reform in Georgia.



